Checking for Common Mistakes









It is easy to check that you haven’t made the most common mistakes which appear in this list. They represent the most typical errors Spanish/Catalan “high school” students make. Use it to help you. They are supposed to give bad information about you as a language student.

	ERRORS
	WRONG
	RIGHT

	Use of adjectives
	-There are differents opinion

-We saw some bigs cars
	-There are different opinions.

-We saw some big cars

	As / Like
	-She used her book like a shield
	-She used her book as a shield

	Use of gerunds

-subjects / after prepositions
	- Smoke is not good for your health

-He is interested in learn astronomy
	-Smoking is not good for your health.

-He is interested in learning astronomy

	False friends
	-Actually, everybody has a mobile.

-He realized his job properly

-The tragic success happened at night.
-They were very sympathetic.
	-Nowadays, everybody has a mobile. 

-He did/carried out his job properly.

-The tragic event happened at night.

-They were very friendly/kind.

	Much / many / a lot of ≠ VERY (+adjective)
	-I’ve got very friends
-Here you can’t find very opportunities.

-Very people think it isn’t true.
	-I’ve got a lot of friends.
-Here you can’t find many opportunities

-A lot of people think it isn’t true.

	Word order / Sentence Structure. (S+V+Obj.+Adv..)
	-He speaks very well English.
-We didn’t like very much the film.
	-He speaks English very well.
-We didn’t like the film very much.

	Indirect questions
LINK+S+V…..
	-We wanted to know where did he work.

-I wondered what time would they arrive.

-We couldn’t understand what was she talking about
	-We wanted to know where he worked
-I wondered what time they would arrive.

-We couldn’t understand what she was talking about.

	Adjectives ending in ED/ING
	-The film was bored/ I was boring
-The lesson was exhausted.
	-The film was boring.

-The lesson was exhausting.

	Use of Present Perfect.
(FOR/SINCE)
	-We are friends since two years ago.
-I don’t see him since Monday.

-We live here for five years.
	-We have been friends for two years.
-I haven’t seen him since Monday.

-We have lived here for five years.

	☺the wonderful Prepositions!!!
	-He spends a lot of money in clothes.
-She was so kind with me.

-It depends of the day.

-Don’t speak with her.

-She got married with a very rich man.….
	-He spends a lot of money ON clothes
-She was so kind TO me.

-It depends ON the day

-Don’t speak TO her.

-She got married TO a very rich man…...

	Singulars and plurals

	-A children is too irresponsible
-Some childrens are extremely naughty

-Everybody have an opinion

-Some people is really stupid.

-Mens never really grow up.
	-A child is too irresponsible.
-Some children are extremely naughty

-Everybody has THEIR opinion.

-Some people are really stupid.

-Men never really grow up.

	Another / Other /Others
??-a
	-I’d like to buy another trousers.

-Another people say …

-Some towns are larger than others towns.
-Some like it. Anothers don’t like it.
-…a long hair, a shoes, a jeans…
	-I’d like to buy other trousers.
-Other people say…

-Some towns are larger than other towns.

-Some like it. Others don’t (like it).
-….long hair, (a pair of ) shoes / jeans..

	(Not) USE of “the”
-general Countable and uncountable nouns:

-bed

-Go to/ study at

school/college/university

-Be in- at prison/hospital
	-The envy is not good
-The religions oppress the  people

- I work the Saturdays.

-I went to the university at 25.

-She was in the hospital for a week
	-Envy is not good.

-Religions oppress people.

-I work on Saturdays.

-I went to university at 25.

-She was in hospital for a week.

	Than / that / what
	-Women live longer that men.
-This is the new house what I’ve bought.
-It’s the best record than I’ve ever heard.
-That’s all what I can tell you.

-Could you tell me that I have to do next?
	-Women live longer than men.
-This is the new house that I’ve bought

-It’s the best record that I’ve ever heard.

-That’s all that I can tell you.

-Could you tell me what I have to do next?

	TO BE!!
	-She had 17 years old.
-We have very lucky.

-It makes/does so cold.

-They had hungry.
	-She was 17 years old.
-We are very lucky.

-It is so cold.

-They were hungry.

	Literal translations…
	-I think yes
-I think no.

-I am not agree with this idea.

-….and I told her that yes.
	-I think so
-I don’t think so.

-I don’t agree with this idea.

-….and I told her that I + auxiliary……


